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Dear Madam, dear Sir,

Our Dicastery has received numerous letters, by email and by post, on the subject of 
the situation of the Little Sisters of Mary, Mother of the Redeemer.  Every letter has 
been read with great attention and respect, taking seriously the incomprehension and 
revolt which they might show.  It is not possible to respond to everyone personally 
but we have thought it important to give witness to our concern by this letter, which 
you can copy to anyone who might wish to know about it.

Like you, we are profoundly pained and saddened not to have succeeded, as yet, 
despite our efforts, in renewing a constructive dialogue with these ladies  consecrated 
at the heart of the Catholic Church.  However we hope to give you some information 
which might, we hope, help you to understand the situation from a wider point of 
view and to judge the situation in a more objective way, consistent with the facts.

The Dicastery took note of the situation in June 2017 at the request of His Excellency
Monsignor Thierry Scherrer, Bishop of Laval, and of the Superior General, Mother 
Marie de Saint-Michel.  Having become aware of the conflict, we asked, each one, 
not to take any important decision until we were better informed.  Each of the parties 
has filed a dossier with their arguments.

As far as we know,  Monsignor Scherrer, has not intervened further in the conflict, in 
accordance with what we asked him.  We cannot say the same, unfortunately, of 
Mother Marie de Saint-Michel.

In a general way, in difficult situations, in order to better know the individuals and to 
understand the difficulties, we sent representatives  on site, with instructions to listen 



to the people concerned themselves and to report back to the Dicastery.  These 
representatives work according to the duties and instructions which are given to them.
The measures are temporary  and their aim is to reroute the Institute, as soon as 
possible, to a self-governing situation which is in accordance with the law proper to 
the Institute (its Constitutions and its traditions) and the universal law of the Catholic 
Church.  Specifically, the Dicastery named a religious sister as apostolic 
Commissioner with two assistants – a Bishop and another religious sister charged 
with the task of examining questions about temporal goods.  However the Little 
Sisters did not welcome this measure, so that the Dicastery intervened in accordance 
with its powers and in respect of the law of the Church.  Furthermore, the Sisters 
made an application to the Tribunal of the Apostolic Signatory which ruled that it was
without foundation.

In January 2018, we received Mother Marie de Saint-Michel and Mother Marie 
Liesse and we listened to them carefully.  At the same time we tried to get them to 
understand the motives behind our intervention.

After much discussion, the Sisters finally, seven months after the appointment,opened
their doors to the Apostolic Commissioner, who, during the months of April to June 
2018, were able to meet each one of them alone.

The Commissioners gave us a detailed Report in June 2018.  They underlined the 
good will which several of the Sisters had shown in the individual  meetings, but at 
the same time pointed to elements of a nature to make one fear an authoritarian drift 
presenting a strong risk of fettering personal liberty.  Besides it is significant that at 
the same time, Mother Marie de Saint-Michel convoked a “General Chapter” without 
reference to anyone.  This “Chapter” which took place at the beginning of the month 
of July 2018, was evidently invalid since the situation was 'suspended' during the 
period of the Commissariat.

On the following July 16th, we wrote a detailed letter to all the Sisters, by which, 
taking account of positive elements but without ignoring the problems that had 
appeared in the year just finished, the Dicastery foresaw the end of the mandate given
to the two assistant Commissioners and the progressive resumption of the normal 
functioning of the Institute according to its Constitutions, with the constitution of a 
general Council and even the admission to vows of the Novices who were ready, the 
process being put under the vigilance of our Dicastery through the intermediary of the
apostolic Commissioner   However, by a joint letter of 22nd August, the Little Sisters 
wrote to the Apostolical Commissioner that they did not intend to accept her 
intervention.

It seems to us that the Sisters, in particular Mother Marie de Saint-Michel, consider 
the Congregation to be private property, forgetting that the consecrated life belongs to
the whole of the Church and that it is, like all the faithful, entrusted to the vigilance of
the Pastors (we invite you, on this subject to reread the Apostolic Exhortation Vita 



Consecrata, the consecrated life and its mission in the world, of 25th March 1996, and
in particular paragraph no 46, which recalls how important is the work entrusted to 
consecrated persons << to be really experts of communion and practice spirituality 
therein >>).  The Dicastery, having found this evident lack of ecclesiastical 
conscience and fearing a fettering of personal liberty, then wrote an individual letter 
to each of the Sisters, inviting them  to reflect and take a responsible decision.  In 
reply to this letter, 32 Sisters wrote to us, personally, in October 2018, insisting 
particularly on their full liberty and conscience, to say, in substance, that they would 
prefer  << to make the sacrifice of their vows >> rather than accept the measures 
taken by the Dicastery.

The Dicastery, taking to heart the well-being and the vocation of each Sister, did not 
however wish to grant, purely and simply, the indults for  leaving the Institute, as had 
been asked for in this correspondence.  It replied to them, by a letter of 20th 
November 2018, drawing their attention to the sad consequences of such an exit and 
calling for a final reflection.  The unanimous response of the Sisters concerned 
witnessed however the persistence of a collective incapacity to think again, as well as
the existence of a brain-washed unanimity.

After a last exchange of letters and the refusal of a new proposition, the Dicastery, 
respecting the will shown by these Sisters, decided to give the indults asked for.  
Notwithstanding the law, it even granted a supplementary delay of eight days so that 
each Sister could refuse the indult, stay in the Institute and there live the religious life
as foreseen by the Church.  The indults were sent by recorded delivery during the 
month of may 2019.  To our regret none were refused.

As you can see, fundamentally, the disagreement with the Dicastery did not concern 
religious dress nor on the customs as to prayer nor even on the care homes for the 
elderly, but only on the fact that the Sisters showed a withdrawal  into themselves, a 
self-referential attitude, a lack of ecclesial communion, which, as a fact, has led them 
to prefer their internal functioning to all else, ready to separate themselves from the 
pastoral authority of the Church.  As this concerns adults, our Dicastery cannot force 
them to make a critical analysis of the situation as regards the functioning of the 
group to which they have, according to their expression, << sacrificed their vows >>. 
Nevertheless, we can only remain anxious about a situation which one could qualify 
as << bondage >> and a way of acting similar to a closed and sectarian group.

So that you can form a more objective idea of the reality of these events that, you and
we, profoundly regret, we invite your to ask to be able to see for yourselves  the 
letters that we have sent, and in particular that of 16th July 2018.

Hoping that these pieces of information will have contributed to deepening your 
reflection and to avoiding the spreading of taking positions without foundation, and 
joining us heart-fully to your prayer for the Institute of the Little Sisters of Mary, 
Mother of the Redeemer, for those who have left, for the Institute of the Little 



Brothers of Mary, Mother of the Redeemer, for the Messengers of Mary, Mother of 
the Redeemer, and for all Christ's faithful who have been wounded by these events, I 
take advantage of this occasion to salute you cordially and I ask you to believe, dear 
Madam, dear Sir, in my entire devotion in Christ.

Signed by Father Pier Luigi-Nava, S.M.M. Under-Secretary.


